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‘I Can’t Go and :
BE A MISSIONARY

By Steve Ewert, Chair of NFC’s Missions Commission

| hear reports from the mission fields of what God is doing and get excited.| want to pack
my bags and go to where the action is. However, reality soon sets in.| have a family to
take care of, a job, bills and other commitments to take care of, etc.I'm not going
anywhere soon. Yet, as | reflect on the work of missions and see the vast amount of
energy and resources needed to perform the work of God in these areas, | realize that

there is much that | can do. ,
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The apostle Paul, missionary extraordinaire, was not able to do it on his own and often built teams of people around
himself to support his various ministries. An example is found in Romans 15:30. He writes, “Dear friends, | urge you in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. Do this because of your love for
me, given to you by the Holy Spirit.”

First and foremost, Paul asks for prayer. The phrase, “l urge you,"is a powerful phrase emitting the sense of a request
that is coming from his inner most being. It's not an afterthought, “Oh, by the way, if you think of it, say a prayer or two
for me." Paul requests ongoing, constant dialogue with the Father on his behalf. He states, that these acts of prayer will
be the way that they can join him in his struggle. His work is not easy and he needs people to come alongside him to
ease the burden. The primary way the burden is eased is through the prayer of faithful companions.

A second example of support is found in several of Paul'’s letters. He requests that the churches “send him on his way”
to wherever that may be. This sending is an act of blessing that the church bestows on Paul, or whomever they may
send. It is a testimony that the church stands fully with Paul, his message, and his mission. The church is in full agree-
ment. When we see how the church in Antioch discerned that God wanted Paul and Barnabas set apart for the
ministry he had called them to, they were fully supportive in their act of sending.

A third example is found in Philippians. Paul writes an effusive thank you for the monetary gifts he received as he
ministered in other cities. He calls these gifts, “a sweet smelling sacrifice that is acceptable to God and pleases Him."
Paul had begun his ministry in Ephesus as a tent-maker, having to support himself through physical labor. However,
after establishing a church in Philippi and then moving on to other cities, he was able to do the work of ministry
full-time because of the financial support provided by the church in Philippi.

We, at North Fresno, are going to be sending two teams of about 8-10 people each to visit and work with the Ekk
family in Portugal (mid-June) and the Davis family in Thailand (early August). | listen to the dialogues people are
having about these trips, listen in on the planning that is taking place, and read the missionary letters in the foyer.|
get excited and want to jump on both planes and get to the work. Then | stop and remind myself that this is not my
time to go. But, | can be just as involved by supporting our teams in these three ways:

Prayer. I'm praying that we will be able to discern those whom God wants on these trips.| am praying that the
missionaries and other workers there will be prepared to host and incorporate a large group of North Americans
during the two weeks our teams will be in those places.|'m praying that our team members will grow in the Lord,
before, during, and after their trip. My prayer is that they have a strong sense of his presence in their lives.!'m praying
that our team members will develop a strong sense of teamwork and camaraderie as they work in an intense and
new setting.|'m praying that they will have cultural sensitivity as they interact with people from another culture.I'm
also praying for physical well-being throughout this whole experience. Will you join me in prayer for these missions
initiatives this year?

Sending. This type of activity has been on my heart for a long time and | get excited about people from our
church going to these places. | want them to know that | stand fully behind them in their ministry.| agree with their
message of faith in Christ.| want them to go with the blessing and all the resources we can provide for their ministry. |
don’t want them to go lacking for any good thing. Will you join me in sending and blessing our two teams to Portugal
and Thailand?

Finances. | want to support our teams financially to the level God enables my family to give. We will be as diligent
as we can in keeping the costs down, but it takes quite a bit of money just for the travel and then also for their stay
there. We do not want to be a burden in any way on the missionaries there, nor on the local churches who will be
hosting our team members. Will you join me in financially supporting the individuals who will be on these teams?
There will be a major lunch fundraiser at NFC on Sunday, April 18.In addition, you may wish to personally support
some of the people that will be going. The list of names will be made public in the next few weeks once the teams
have been formed.

Our Missions Commission is hoping that this will be a whole-church endeavor and all of us will contribute in one way
or another to make these two projects meaningful and effective.| am also fully aware that there are many ways | can
be involved in mission besides going to Portugal and Thailand. While others may be ‘going,’| hope to be faithful in
joining God in what he is doing in ‘my own backyard.’In that sense, we are all called to ‘go.’







